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Christine Joyce 8

From: John Murray

Sent:  Tuesday, July 20, 2010 5:02 PM

To: Manager Department

Subject: FW: Design Review Board charter - revisions

“To-be-added-to consent

From: Janet K Adachi [mailto: JkaJeg@msn com]

Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 5:00 PM

To: Lauren Rosenzweig Morton; Mike Gowing; Terra Friedrichs; Pam Harting-Barrat

Cc: John Murray

Subject: Design Review Board charter - revisions

Hi,

The charter may not end up on the agenda for the meeting next Monday, but I thought I forward
the following for your review regardless:

1) "redlined"version, reflecting my (red) and John Murray's (blue) suggestions
2) clean version of the charter incorporating John's and my changes.

Thanks. Janet

7/21/2010



DESIGN REVIEW BOARD TER

February 26, 2007
July ,2010 revised:

Purpose
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ive pe efé& ian-friendly development in Acton that
l‘ilif'i’comprehenswe planning reports, and
ftﬁé Board of Selectmen in an advisory capacity
fhelq_Town Boards, provide design guidance on
oWh oards

The mission of the Design Review Board (DRB) is to promote &

furthers the goals and objectives identified in t ge Town Master Planiand,
enhances the overall quality of life for Acton re%d‘é‘ﬁtsﬁ The DRB serve:

certain non-commercial development within the _]lﬁ‘;lHV :
i

xﬁfﬁ 2 "
The DRB may provide des@hxg i%ws:
(1) At the request of the ﬁf d of Select? ;

ed commercial development or municipal project;
cd non-commercial development that is within the jurisdiction

e flusles“ m

the Town website (www.acton-m: ij
Powerpoint presentation to the Se?qcimen in 2005 as updated in 2009, and not true guidelines. Before the DRB may
review projects beyond commercial projects, it should have in place, with the BOS’s approval, some form of guidelines
applicable to non-commercial projects, whether a separate set of guidelines or an expanded and re-named version of the
commercial development guidelines]. The DRB aims to work with project Applicants to achieve results beneficial to both
Applicant and Town. The Guidelines do not rigidly prescribe certain styles of architecture or other design details, but
suggest ways for development to be contextually sensitive, respecting the Town’s unique past and historic building
traditions while at the same time being open to all styles of design and architecture. The DRB shall make copies of the
Design Review Guidelines available to Town departments and Boards for distribution to Applicants and potential
Applicants.



Membership

The DRB shall have eight members, consisting of five voting Members, two Associate Members and one Alternate
Member, all appointed by the Board of Selectmen. Members shall serve staggered three-year terms; Associate Members
and the Alternate Member shall serve one-year terms. The DRB members shall include

¢ Two Planning Board members,, one of whom will serve as the Alternate
® A local businessperson/commercial property owner

~ e Five Acton residents representing diverse professional backgrounds or general interests in the following areas:
Architecture or Planning
Real Estate Development
Landscape Architecture and Design
Interior Design
Graphic Design
Civil Engineering
Land Use Law
Building/Construction

The DRB shall elect annually a Chairperson, Vice-Chairper
Meetings
The DRB shall meet on a regular basis twice a

Project Review Procedure

the Board of Sélectmen and other Boards encourage
d official reviews, this process is voluntary. The DRB

and comments about the prOj Ct d the advisory opinion to the referring Board, the Applicant, and the Town
website manager for posting on' B

Administrative Provisions

Advisory opinions of the DRB shall be consistent with the intent and purpose of the Design Review Guidelines and Town
of Acton Master Plan and other comprehensive planning reports. The DRB may periodically revise and amend the Design
Review Guidelines, subject to Board of Selectmen approval.

The DRB shall comply with all applicable Town bylaws and State laws, including the requirements of the Massachusetts
Open Meeting Law,. .

The DRB Chair shall keep the assigned Board of Selectmen Liaison apprised of the DRB’s activities.
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Board shall adopt Rules and Regulations to govern their activities and meet on a regular basis twice
monthly.

The Design Review Board, or designated members, shall be available to meet informally with applicants or
potential applicants. The Design Review Guidelines shall be posted on the Town’s website. Copies of the
Design Review Guidelines shall be made available to all relevant Town Departments for distribution to
potential applicants.

The Design Review Board shall elect annually from their membership a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson,
and Clerk. The Board shall be responsible for all administrative tasks associated with their duties and not
rely on support from Town staff.

The Design Review Board
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